Isolation of a 18,000-Da molecular weight form of parathyroid hormone-related protein from the rat Walker carcinosarcoma 256.
The hypercalcaemic Walker carcinosarcoma 256 is a rat model for humoral hypercalcaemia of malignancy (HHM). Tumour products such as parathyroid hormone-related proteins (PTHRP) and various growth factors appear to be responsible for this syndrome. Recently, PTHRP immunoreactivity has been detected in the conditioned medium of Walker tumour cells. The present report describes the isolation of a 18,000-Da molecular weight form of PTHRP from Walker tumour homogenates, by using a relatively simple immunoaffinity purification method. Our results suggest that this PTHRP form is similar to that purified from other HHM-related tumours.